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International and MLS soccer stars unite for peace in Africa 

Country-wide tournament ”Kickoff to Peace Cup“ to prevent a brewing civil war in Burundi 

“Sport has the power to change the world…it has the power to inspire. It has the power to unite 

people in a way that little else does. Sport can create hope where once there was only despair.” These 

were the words spoken by Nelson Mandela to prevent South Africa from a civil war. 

But his words still ring true today. This is especially the case in one of the poorest countries in the 

world. Together, with the Germany based non-profit organization (NGO) Kickoff to Hope, a number of 

current and former professional players and coaches from the US, Brazil, Scotland, Kenya, Australia, 

Canada and Germany have joined together to help prevent another civil war and to promote peace in 

Burundi.  

The goal is peace, but not through politics or violence. This idea is different as 

it uses the universal language of sports. Therefore, today (March 1st), they 

will officially begin the “Kickoff to Peace Cup” (similar to the FA Cup in 

England or the US Open Cup in the America) that will consist of teams from 

all around the capital Bujumbura. Men and women will compete on the field to 

bring the opposing sides closer together. 

Over the last few months, the political situation in Burundi continued to 

decline and according to the UN Rights Chief, the country is on the cusp of another civil war. This 

dispute started back in April 2015, when the president announced his intentions to seek a controversial 

third term. Due to the increasing unrest and ongoing battles in Burundi and with the UN peace talks only 

showing limited success thus far, the NGO decided to try an unconventional way to peace. 

”Soccer connects people. This definitely has been confirmed over and over 

again during the past 14 years of our work. Especially in Africa, everyone loves 

soccer. And while people can’t find similarities during political discussions, 

everyone still enjoys getting together to discuss the sport or even work 

alongside each other for a tournament. It is our hope that through this 

initiative broken relationships can be restored and that trust and respect can 

be rebuilt. That it will in turn make it easier during the peace talks and to 

discuss more difficult topics. ” said Mark Geissbauer, the International Director 

for Kickoff to Hope. 
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The project thinks big and is looking to find peace on various levels.  

As such, a local organizing committee has been formed. This group consists of some of the most 

influential people in the country, spearheaded by the Premier Vice-President and the Mayor of the 

Capital Bujumbura. It also includes people from other areas such as sports, culture, media, economy 

and education. These local peace ambassadors from different social, political and ethnic backgrounds 

are there to promote the Cup and peace throughout Burundi. 

There is also hard work being done on a community level to secure peace. As part of The Cup every 

participating team will receive a coach’s workshop on the subject of peace as well as whole-life 

coaching. In addition, every player is required to sign a peace declaration and after the games, there 

is time to connect and get-to-know each other over a soft drink.  

The Cup is already being followed closely by local media. Over the coming 

weeks, video peace messages from the international celebrities will be 

broadcasted on national television to continue to promote the tournament 

and various peace initiatives. 

The tournament will come to a close on March 26th during the big Final of the men’s and women’s 

tournament at the national stadium in Bujumbura. This event will also feature a number of 

international soccer stars in Burundi to show their support. 

”Of course the danger of going to Burundi at the moment is great,” commented Geissbauer “but we 

are all aware of the risk and we hope for nothing more than to bring peace and reconciliation and to 

play our part in preventing a war. During the last civil war from 1993-2005, approximately 300,000 

people lost their lives. This simply cannot happen again.” 

Find out more about the aid-project and the work in Burundi and other countries on their website 

anstoss-zur-hoffnung.de or via facebook. Pictures and video messages for the media are available 

upon request. 
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Mineiro 
Former Brazil World-Cup Player, Chelsea FC, Schalke 04, Sao Paulo FC 
FIFA Club World Cup Champion 
 

Caleb Patterson-Sewell 
Goalkeeper, Gil Vicente (Primera Liga, Portugal) 
Former MLS Western Conference Champion 
 

Evan Bush 
Goalkeeper, Montreal Impact (MLS) 
CONCACAF Champions League Golden Gloves 2014-2015 
 

Musa Otieno 
African Soccer Legend 
Kenya National Team Assistant Coach 
 

Jürgen „Wundermann“ Sundermann 
Longtime Bundesliga Coach & Player 
VfB Stuttgart, Grasshopper Zürich, FC Basel, Schalke 04 
 

Dirk Orlishausen 
Goalkeeper, Karlsruher SC 
Over 130 games in the German Bundesliga 

Martin Rennie 
Head Coach, Seoul E-Land FC (South Korea) 
Led the first Canadian team into the MLS playoffs 
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Gerrit Müller 
Forward, Stuttgarter Kickers 
Former 1. Bundesliga Youth Champion 
 

Rainer Willfeld 
German DFB & DOSB Coach 
Former Burundi National Team Coach 

Wendy Achieng Asol 
Kenyan Women´s National Team Captain 
 

Klaus Stärk 
German Soccer Federation (DFB) & Olympic Committee (DOSB) Coach 
Former Afghanistan National Team Coach, Technical Director Namibia 
 

2schneidig (Martin Rietsch) 
Music Artist from Germany 
Fair-Play Prize Recipient of the German Sports Association 
 

Gordon Kljestan 
LA Galaxy, Director for Fan Development & Amateur Soccer 
Former Major League Soccer Midfielder 
 

David Irby 
Founder/CEO, Surge International 
US Soccer “A“ Licence Coach 
 

Dave y 
Founder/CEO, Surge International 
US Soccer "A" Coaching License 

Dave Irby 
Founder/CEO, Surge International 
US Soccer "A" Coaching License 


